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Dear Colleagues,  
 

Thank you for helping us to select the Class of 2019, the incoming class for William & Mary's 323rd  year. All of us in the 

Office of Undergraduate Admission appreciate your advocacy for your students and your assistance in identifying those 

who will be the best match for William & Mary.  

This year’s class includes 1518 students chosen from a pool of more than 14,950 applications—our largest ever. Among 

the enrolling students, 28% are students of color, and 81% of those with high school class rank graduated in the top 

 decile. Guidance from William & Mary's governing board states that "in its need to enrich the fabric of the college  

community, to avoid rigidity, and to enlarge its possibilities, the College must try to reach out to a rich diversity of  

background and talent." We could not be successful in that endeavor without you.  

There has never been a more exciting time to be an undergraduate at William & Mary. Recent investments in academic 

and student-life infrastructure have equipped the campus to serve students' needs well into the future. The William & 

Mary Promise, an innovative operating model, has enhanced our ability to recruit top faculty, provide more need-based 

financial aid and includes a tuition guarantee for incoming Virginians. Additionally, this fall, we implemented the new 

COLL Curriculum for general education which builds on our reputation for inquiry-based learning with close interaction 

between students and faculty. (In fact, U.S. News & World Report just ranked William & Mary 4th among all national 

universities—public and private— for its commitment to undergraduate teaching.)  

Enclosed is additional information on our admission and financial aid pol-

icies, a profile of the incoming class and other vital statistics. We remain 

grateful for our long-lasting and important relationships with secondary 

school counselors, and we appreciate all that you do.  

 

Sincerely, 

  
 
 
 

Tim Wolfe 
Dean of Admission  
    

http://www.wm.edu/sites/wmpromise/?svr=web
http://www.wm.edu/sites/wmpromise/?svr=web
http://www.wm.edu/as/undergraduate/curriculum/index.php


Holistic & Highly Selective 
Admission to William & Mary is based on numerous academic and 
personal factors.  The Admission Committee conducts a close review of 
an applicant’s secondary school record, noting the rigor of course 
selection and curriculum.  Has he or she taken one of the most 
demanding program offered at the high school?  What resources are 
available to students?  All of us are keenly aware that every school is 
different.   

Therefore, the context in which a student succeeds truly matters as we 
make admission decisions.  We believe that leadership and consistency 
in extracurricular activities—whether it includes a nationally recognized 
community service project, love of the bassoon or athletic promise— is of 
great importance.  Wallflowers are a rarity at W&M, and we always ask 
what applicants will do to transform our campus of fun-loving scholars.   

Test scores matter, but they are one of several indicators of potential 
academic success.  Essays tell us a story and have the potential to bring a 
vivid, human voice to an application.  Excellent essays are noticed by the 
Admission Committee and often help us to make fine distinctions among 
otherwise qualified applicants.  Similarly, we believe a detailed letter of 
recommendation from a guidance counselor can make a difference.  We 
genuinely appreciate the insights you provide.  Other recommendations, 
especially from teachers, are optional, but welcomed.   

Finally, on-campus interviews can also be part of the process.  W&M’s 
interviews are optional and evaluative.  They are conducted by senior 
W&M students and are offered during the summer and on a limited 
basis during the fall.   



Class of 2019 Profile 
14,953 applications      
35% overall admit rate   
1518 enrolled*    
      
SAT mid-50% range (critical reading + math): 1260-1460 
ACT mid-50% range (composite):  28-32 
% in the top decile of their classes:  81%** 
 
William & Mary requires results from the SAT or the 
ACT.  SAT Subject Tests are not required but may be 
submitted for consideration.  
 
58% are female 
42% are male 
28% are students of color 
7% are international students 
64% are from the Commonwealth of Virginia*** 
36% are from out-of-state (including international) 
 
*23 students in the Class of 2019 have enrolled with the 
William & Mary - St Andrews Joint Degree Programme.   
**when schools provided us with a class rank. 
***As a public university, William & Mary maintains an 
overall undergraduate enrollment that is 65% in-state. 



Majors, Minors and  

Pre-Professional Advising Programs 

Africana Studies  

American Studies 

Ancient Greek 

Anthropology 

Applied Science* 

Arabic Language and Literature* 

Art—Studio 

Art—Art History 

Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 

Biochemistry* 

Biology 

Business—Accounting 

Business—Finance 

Business—Management* 

Business—Marketing 

Business— Business Analytics 

Business Administration 

Chemistry 

Chinese Language and Literature 

Classical Archaeology 

Classical Civilization 

Classical Studies 

Community Studies* 

Computer Science 

Dance* 

Economics 

Elementary Education 

Engineering (3:2 program) ** 

English 

Environmental Science & Policy 

European Studies 

Film and Media Studies 

French and Francophone Studies 

Gender, Sexuality, and Woman’s Studies 

Geology 

German 

Global Studies 

Government 

Hispanic Studies/Spanish 

History 

International Relations 

Italian Studies* 

Japanese Studies* 

Judaic Studies* 

Kinesiology and Health Sciences 

Latin 

Latin American Studies 

Linguistics 

Marine Science* 

Mathematics 

Medieval and Renaissance Studies 

Music 

Neuroscience 

Philosophy 

Physics 

Pre-Dental** 

Pre-Vet** 

Pre-Law** 

Pre-Med** 

Psychology 

Public Policy 

Religious Studies 

Russian and Post-Soviet Studies 

Russian Language and Literature* 

Secondary Education 

Sociology 

Teaching English as a Second Language* 

Theatre and Speech 

*indicates minor only 
**indicates pre-professional advising program 



The Raymond A. Mason School of Business 

was a $75 million building project which now 

houses the #1 undergraduate marketing  

program in America, ranked by Bloomberg 

Businessweek. 

The 12 building fraternity complex opened in 

fall 2013 offers new housing and meeting 

space to those involved in Greek life. 

A $27 million expansion of the 

Zable Stadium football field is 

underway to expand athletic 

facilities. 

The Cohen Career Center offers resume 

reviews, mock interviews, career fairs, 

recruitment visits and career events 

Part III of the Integrated Science Center 

(ISC) is slated to open Spring 2016 and will 

offer technological and laboratory             

advancements for STEM students.  

Our Sadler Center and Commons 

dining halls were renovated in 2013 

and 2014 respectively to offer       

diverse dietary options for students. 

The Rec Center features gymnasiums, a 

rock climbing wall, a pool, IM Sports 

leagues and equipment for our  

community. 

The W&M School of Education boasts more 

than 100,000 square feet in order to house 

undergraduate and graduate students as well 

as those involved in a W&M 5 year Master’s 

program. 

William & Mary has seen unprecedented growth over the past several 

years.  New residence halls, a new recreation center and the state-of-

the-art Mason School of Business building are but a few examples.  Our 

students are not only some of the smartest in the world, but passionate 

about serving others and serious about having fun.  Our academic and 

campus life facilities live up to these standards.  

Building  

Boom 

BUSINESS CAREER CENTER SCIENCES DINING 

ATHLETICS RECREATION GREEK LIFE EDUCATION 

http://mason.wm.edu/index.php
http://www.wm.edu/offices/career/
http://education.wm.edu/


William & Mary Abroad 

William & Mary students study abroad, intern 
abroad, do research abroad and participate in 
Branch Out’s top-rated international service trip 
programs. The latest “Open Doors” Report from 
the Institute of International Education shows 
that William & Mary has the highest percentage of 
undergraduates who participate in study abroad 
programs compared to any other public university 
in the United States. Going global isn't just  
something we talk about, it's something we live 
every day by making it possible for students to see 
the world through study abroad. 

Study abroad enhances on-campus coursework, 
improves language skills, develops new interests, 
challenges assumptions about one's own and  
foreign cultures, and builds cross-cultural skills of 
value to future employers. 

The Joint Degree Programme between William & Mary 
and the University of St Andrews is one of the few in-
ternational undergraduate joint degrees offered with a 
U.S. university. Students complete two years at each 
institution and earn a single diploma (a Bachelor of 
Arts, International Honors) with the insignia of both 
institutions. 

http://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/?svr=web
http://www.wm.edu/as/undergraduate/curriculum/special/standrews/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/


The Application Process 
Important Dates and Deadlines 
 
Early Decision (ED) 
November 1  - ED application deadline 
By Early December - ED candidates notified 
Late December - Deposit deadline for ED candidates 
 
Regular Decision (RD) 
January 1  - RD application deadline 
By April 1 - RD candidates notified  
May 1  - Deposit deadline for RD candidates 
 
Need-based Financial Aid 
March 1 - FAFSA and CSS Profile priority deadline  
 
Merit Aid 
We offer a small number of merit-based  
opportunities through the James Monroe Scholar 
program, the William & Mary Scholar awards and 
the 1693 Scholar awards.  All applicants are  
considered for merit awards; no separate application 
is required.  

Cost of Attendance : (2015–2016) 

In-state     Out-of-state 

Tuition and Fees $19,372.00  Tuition and Fees $41072.00 

Room (Average) $6,792.00  Room (Average) $6,792.00 

Board   $4,186.00     Board    $4,186.00 

Total Cost   $30,350.00  Total Cost   $52,050.00 

 

W&M works hard to keep the cost of our exceptional education 
affordable, and we commit our resources to need-based  

financial aid. To apply for financial aid, we ask for both the 
FAFSA and CSS Profile. William & Mary offers an exceptional 
liberal arts education for an exceptional value. The William & 
Mary Promise, includes a four-year tuition guarantee for Vir-
ginia  residents.  Even out-of-state students pay less than they 
would at private universities of our academic caliber.  

   

https://www.wm.edu/admission/financialaid/typesofaid/scholarships/index.php
https://www.wm.edu/admission/financialaid/typesofaid/scholarships/index.php
http://www.wm.edu/sites/wmpromise/?svr=web
http://www.wm.edu/sites/wmpromise/?svr=web


Recognized & Respected 
 Ranked #4 for undergraduate teaching among all national universities, ranked 

#1 among public universities  by U.S. News & World Report. 

 We’re ranked #3 among public schools by Forbes for America’s Top Colleges. 

 7th best value among public colleges and universities by Kiplinger. 

 #1 for undergraduate marketing by Bloomsberg Businessweek.   

 We’ve ranked 1st for participation in study abroad among public universities 
through the past decade by the Institute of International Education. 

 We graduate Rhodes, Marshall, Truman and Goldwater Scholars. 

 We have the 2nd highest four-year graduation rate among public colleges and 
universities. 

 We’re the 19th highest producer of Teach for America corps members and the 
12th highest producer of Peace Corp volunteers among medium-sized colleges 
and universities.  

 Only public institution in America to score above a 90 for both Quality of Life 
and Academic ratings according to The Princeton Review’s Best 380 Colleges. 

 Survey data by the National Science Foundation ranks us #14 overall among 
national universities with the highest percentages of alumni who earn PhDs. 



One Tribe, One Family 

Over 90,000 alumni. A community for life.  

 If you assembled all of the important, famous and infamous people 

who graduated from William & Mary in the past 323 years, it would make 

for a lively Homecoming parade (if all of them were alive, of course).  Three 

U.S. presidents boast W&M as their alma mater, and George Washington 

earned his surveyor’s license from the College.  Super Bowl-winning  

Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin played football here, and Jon Stewart 

played soccer.  Actress Glenn Close performed on the Phi Beta Kappa stage, 

and fashion designer Perry Ellis probably wore clothes.  We’ve produced 

millionaire CEOs, NASA astronauts, Supreme Court justices, military  

leaders, award-winning authors and untold numbers of smart, funny,  

interesting, accomplished and extremely nice people who are shockingly 

happy and happily un-famous (at least for the moment).   

Left to Right: John Marshall (Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court), William Barton Rogers (founder of MIT), Jon Stewart (American political satirist), Perry Ellis (fashion designer), 

Beth Comstock (Senior Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer, GE), Thomas Jefferson (President of the United States), Dr. Ellen Stofan (Chief Scientist, NASA), Glenn Close, 

(Academy Award Nominated Actress), Robert Gates (former U.S. Secretary of Defense, Chancellor of William & Mary), Mike Tomlin (head coach of the Pittsburgh Steelers).  



Notes from our Office 

The William & Mary Leadership Award is 
presented to one outstanding current junior 
(Class of 2017) from each high school in Virginia 
and select high schools across the United 
States.  The junior you nominate should be a 
visible and dynamic leader within your school 
community.  Each award includes a pewter 
medallion and a customized award certificate for 
framing.  Please contact Assistant Dean Brad 
Harlan (bjharlan@wm.edu) for guidelines and a 
link to the online nomination form.  Nominations 
will be due by May 1, 2016.  

For all other counselor related inquires, please 
contact our counselor liason, Assistant Dean Sofia 
Chabolla at (sofia@wm.edu). 

Opening Convocation, pictured at right, is a  
long-held tradition at W&M that celebrates the 
beginning of the academic year. Held at the  
historic Wren Building, it includes a keynote from 
an honored guest and the formal introduction of 
the freshman class.  

http://www.wm.edu/admission/undergraduateadmission/wmla/index.php
mailto:mpohl@wm.edu
mailto:sofia@wm.edu


Meet the Admission Committee 

Office of Undergraduate Admission 
P.O. Box 8795 
Williamsburg, VA 23185  
Office Location:  116 Jamestown Rd. 
Lobby Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday; 8:00am - 5:00pm 
Phone: (757) 221-4223 
Fax: (757) 221-1242 
Email: admission@wm.edu  

    Counselor Programs at William & Mary 
 Counselor campus visit + one-on-one chat.  Attend an information 

session, take the tour, have a one-on-one meeting with an admission 
dean.   

 Schedule an information session via Skype. W&M will reach you and 
your students practically anywhere.  Join one of our office’s  deans for 
a virtual information session.  We can make it happen.    

 Schools or special groups of 10 or more must complete a group tour 
request form at least two weeks prior to the date you would like to   
visit. Please email Assistant Dean Sofia Chabolla with questions        
regarding group visits. 

Follow us on Social Media 

Twitter: @WM_Admission 

Facebook: William & Mary Undergraduate Admission 

Instagram: @wmadmission 

William & Mary Blog: Admit It!  

mailto:admission@wm.edu
https://forms.wm.edu/form/view/4382/f26c28188e8828641868a99e89276883
https://forms.wm.edu/form/view/4966/1140684f09594cc82436e83387fb5734
http://www.wm.edu/admission/undergraduateadmission/visit/infosessionstours/grouptours/index.php
http://www.wm.edu/admission/undergraduateadmission/visit/infosessionstours/grouptours/index.php
https://twitter.com/WM_Admission
https://www.facebook.com/WMAdmission
https://instagram.com/wmadmission/
http://wmblogs.wm.edu/author/admiss/

